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De Anza Academy of Technology and the Arts (DATA)
www.dataschool.org
Course Syllabus – Ancient Civilizations Grade 6
Mission 
De Anza Academy of Technology and the Arts (DATA) is a high achieving and innovation magnet school where students, community, and staff collaboration in authentic learning experiences.  Together, we support an inclusive environment focused on relationships in order to develop skills for s global society.

Course Title: Ancient Civilizations
Teacher’s Name: Mike Gennaro
Class Website: mikegennaro.weebly.com
Textbooks: Discovering Our Past Ancient Civilizations
Major Emphasis of the Course: The goals and objective of this course align with the Common Core California State Content Standards for 6th grade social studies .  These content standards can be accessed at www.cde.ca.gov/be/st.  Reading and writing standards are a part of every course curriculum.  In addition to course work and tests, benchmark assignments will be used to assess student attainment of the standards.

Course Expectations: All DATA teachers expect students to conform to the VUSD Attendance Policy, Standards of Student Behavior and Conduct, Dress Code, and Academic Honesty Policy.  These policies can be found on the VUSD website at www.venturausd.org and in the Parent-Student Handbook.

In addition, this course has the following expectations:

	Course of Study and Targeted Standards
	 We will be studying the periods of pre-History as well as Ancient History.  We will study ancient Egypt, Kush, Israel, India, China, the Americas, Greece and Rome. This chronological survey course covers California Department of Education 6th grade social studies as well as writing, speaking, and listening standards. 

	Grading Policy
	                  50% Tests - This includes all summative tests and benchmarks etc…
                  35% Class Work – This includes all reading, written, quizzes etc…

                  15% Classroom Participation – This includes oral language, speeches, 

                          presentations of group or individual projects.


	
	A – truly outstanding 100-90

B – advanced, above average 89-80

C – complete, average 79-70

D – incomplete or below average 69-60

F – failure 59-0

	Access to Grades 
	Please visit Q Parent Connect at http://www.venturausd.org/parents/vusdParents.aspx to access grades. 

If you need access to Q Parent Connect, please visit DATA’s front office  to obtain password. 


	Absences
	 Regular attendance contributes to the development of work habits and skills which lead to student mastery of content.  When a student is absent, he/she misses valuable class discussion, instruction, and learning.  Students will have one day for every excused absence to complete and turn-in work, or take missed tests. It is the STUDENT’s responsibility to ensure that this happens.

	Homework Policy 
	There will be various assignments and projects throughout the year.  Ample class time is given for all assignments.  Students are encouraged to finish assignments at home or in the library if more time is needed. It is a good practice for students to review new topics and new vocabulary.


	Classroom Norms
	 Be punctual.  Be prepared.  Be polite.  Be responsible for your own learning.  Behave in a safe, healthy way.  Respect the rights and needs of others.  Treat all property with respect. 

	Netbook Norms 
	· Bring the Netbook to school fully charged and ready to go. 

· Keep the Netbook and case clean both inside and outside.

· Immediately report all malfunctions, damage, or if Netbook is missing to the office.

· Use the Netbook for school-related purposes only.

· Netbook must be kept in the approved/issued carrying case with name tag.

	Support Schedule
	 I am available by appointment before school, lunch, and after school.

	Communication with Parents
	 I communicate with parents through Parent Connection, email, phone, and parent-teacher conferences.  The quickest way to contact me is through email at mike.gennaro@venturausd.org.  My phone number is 641-5165 x2029.  I will make my best effort to contact you within 24 hours of receiving a message from you.
You may also visit our website for school updates at http://dataschool.org/.




 With all of us working together, I anticipate a successful and enjoyable year.
